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Letter No. 1515/2000
September 23, 2002

Khun Boonlai Sawasdee
Representative
Assembly of the poor

Dear Khun Boonlai
Subject: Letter submitted to the Bank by people from Lam Takhong

Thank you for your letter which you delivered to us on Sept 11, 2002 wherein you have made
several recommendations for improving the living conditions of the villagers affected by the Lam
Takhong Project. As one of the financiers of the Project, the Bank had entered into specific
agreements with the Electricity Generating Authority of Thailand (EGAT), covering the
implementation of an Environmental Management and Development Plan (EMDP). Bank missions
(missed) supervised the implementation of the EMDP during the last seven years found that EGAT
had complied with, and in many cases exceeded, its commitments under the EMDP. In particular,
the social development plans were formulated and executed in consultation with the affected
persons.

The grievances which are now being mentioned have come to the fore during project
implementation.

As my colleagues mentioned in the meeting with villager representatives, following project
completion, EGAT is expected to support and monitor social development for which suitable
budgetary provision has been made. Further, independent social impact assessments are to be
carried our over the next few years to ascertain whether affected persons’ economic conditions are
at least equal to, if not better than, what they were before the project.

As the project has been satisfactorily completed according to our loan agreement, it is now
the responsibility of the Government and EGAT to address any issues relating to further
improvements of the living conditions in the villagers and redressing any grievances people man
have.

I am therefore forwarding your letter to EGAT and to the Government for their
consideration and any necessary follow-up action.

Sincerely yours,
lan C. Potter

Country Director, Thailand
East Asia and Pacific Region
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